Your Yard’s Role in the Stormwater Management System!
Ladue Stormwater Toolbox
Here are some strategies that encourage stormwater absorption:

Landscaping
All types of planted areas absorb, cleanse, and store water.
Trees can provide a number of environmental benefits such as air-pollutant uptake and greenhouse gas reduction. In addition, tree planting can slow
down the amount of stormwater reaching your property, while also stabilizing soil and increasing groundwater recharge.
Specially designed rain gardens can help manage stormwater on a property and are particularly beneficial. Rain gardens are
depressions in the landscape near runoff sites and are designed to collect stormwater and allow it to infiltrate into the soil. Plants used
in rain gardens generally can sustain periods of drought followed by a deluge of water. The absorption by the soil and plants helps to
filter out contaminants from the water. Lawns can absorb water as well, but the absorption needs to be spread over a large lawn area,
instead of being allowed to pool at a pipe outlet, for example.
Rain gardens feature a variety of native plant species specifically adapted to local rainfall patterns. Rain gardens are planted in shallow
depressions or on slopes that intercept the flow of storm water. Vegetation planted in rain gardens will help soak up any excess water
you have on your property.

Permeable pavement
Modular pavers, flagstones, cobblestones… any surface that allows water to infiltrate the surface is a permeable pavement. A portion of the area of grass pavers, gravel pavers, and permeable pavers can be credited
toward the required minimum green space required by the City of Ladue. Click here for more information regarding green space credit for permeable pavers in Ladue.

Trenches & Swales
Trenches and bioswales are shallow depressions that collect stormwater runoff and move it to another location (a dry area, or a pond or stream). They can be vegetated or be filled with rocks and gravel. As water flows
through the bioswale, its natural features cleanse stormwater by filtering out contaminants that may pollute the water.

Soil Enhancements
Improving your soil is an easy way to help plants thrive so they can optimally retain, drain and clean stormwater runoff.

Native Plants
Native vegetation is adapted to local climatic conditions, so when placed strategically, they will thrive with little or no maintenance. Planting native vegetation will also help prevent the introduction of invasive species.

French Drains
For wet problem areas – like those next to downspouts – open or covered trenches containing a perforated pipe can be used to redirect water to areas designed to allow water to soak into the soil.

Wet Ponds
Ponds are a good option if you have an area that is consistently flooded. Ponds can also be designed to accommodate, temporarily store, and release additional stormwater at a controlled rate.

More Information
Ladue’s Green Space Requirements can be found in Section V of the Zoning Code, which can be
accessed at the following link: https://www.cityofladue-mo.gov/mm/files/ZO1175032019.pdf
Additional information can be found at the following links:
Deer Creek Alliance: https://www.deercreekalliance.org/involved
Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD): https://www.stlmsd.com/what-we-do/what-can-i-do
Missouri Botanical Garden:
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability/sustainability/sustainable-living/athome/rainscaping-guide.aspx

