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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
We are committed to excellence and will ensure the highest level of emergency 
and community services, for the citizens and visitors of the City of Ladue 
 
• We will provide essential fire suppression, special operations and emergency 

medical services to the citizens of the City of Ladue with an elevated level of 
expertise 

 
• We will provide a unified professional response to life and property incidents 

affecting the City of Ladue and its citizens 
 
• To maintain and enforce an updated and continuing inspections program to 

enforce adopted codes and to supply quality fire prevention to the citizens of 
the City of Ladue 

 
• To provide the greatest quality of service to the public through a 

comprehensive training program that seeks to sharpen existing skills and 
develop new technologies to meet future demands and to provide a safe and 
healthy work environment for our employees 
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Message from the Fire Chief 

 

On behalf of the entire Ladue Fire Department, it is my pleasure to present the Ladue 
Fire Department 2008 Annual Report to the citizens of Ladue, the Mayor, members of 
the Board of Police and Fire Commissioner and the City Council. 

Our greatest resource continues to be our personnel that comprise your Fire 
Department.  We presently have 32 employees who have dedicated much of their lives 
to serve the citizens of Ladue.  Your Paramedic/Firefighters responded to over 2500 
calls for emergency service in 2008.  We were fortunate once again not to have suffered 
any fatality fires to either our residents or firefighters. 

2008 was a challenging year for the Ladue Fire Department, we were faced with 
ongoing traffic problems from the closure of I-64, a late summer flood that brought 
severe damage to our city, and manpower shortages as we lost four employees to other 
fire departments and retirement.  Still, we overcame these challenges and continue to 
provide the highest quality fire and EMS service in the St. Louis Region. 

As always, I would like to thank the Mayor, all the members of the City Council, the 
Board of Police and Fire Commissioners, City Clerk Mike Wooldridge and Finance 
Director George Pelt for their unending support, encouragement, and recognition.  The 
feedback we receive from them, as well as the members of the public, is most welcome 
and appreciated. 

In closing, I hope you find this annual report to be informative and entertaining.  As 
always, your fire department strives to make Ladue a safer place to live, work and visit. 

 

Ted Jury, Fire Chief 

 

 2 

 



 

 
 

LADUE FIRE DEPARTMENT
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The year 2008 brought many challenges to the Ladue Fire Department.  In January, the 
much anticipated closure of I-64 finally occurred, causing traffic problems that lasted 
throughout the year.  On a daily basis we were confronted with heavy traffic while 
responding to emergencies.  The fire department and residents alike found driving to 
conduct normal daily functions to be an exercise in patience.  As we watched the 
progress of the construction on the New I-64, it did not seem possible the job would be 
completed as scheduled, but thankfully in December, the new highway opened several 
weeks early, relieving our year long traffic jam.  We had planned for the worst case 
scenario, fire trucks and ambulances stuck in massive traffic jams, the possibility of 
using helicopters for transporting patients, fortunately, the closure turned out to be more 
of an inconvenience than a disaster. 

Call volume increased only a modest 2.7% over 2007 totals.  With the highway being 
closed we had anticipated a slight decrease in call volume, which shows, you cannot 
predict anything in this business.  Fire loss for the year was up from $497,000 in 2007 to 
$2,454,000, this was directly due to the garage fire at 751 Cella Road in which the 
building was a total loss along its contents of seven extremely valuable automobiles.   

In July the fire service in the St. Louis Region was struck by the first of two tragic 
incidents when Maplewood Firefighter Ryan Hummert was murdered in an ambush 
during a routine vehicle fire.  I was on vacation at my home in Maplewood when I heard 
of the incident on the morning news, I immediately responded to the scene and 
eventually became the Incident Commander.  Later, our pumper and ambulance also 
assisted, on a day that saw the fire resources for the entire area strained and firefighters 
emotionally exhausted by the end of the day.  Captain Lance Butenhoff, Lt. Keith Terry 
and FF Jim Boyd were later cited for heroism and bravery by the Greater St. Louis Area 
Fire Chiefs for their actions that day.   

In November, St. Louis City Firefighter Leonard Riggs was murdered after he stopped to 
assist in what he thought was a car accident.  The victim turned out to be a carjacker 
who shot FF Riggs as he approached.  Again, the fire service in the entire region was 
shaken by the needless death of a fellow FF.  As with Ryan Hummert, the Ladue Fire 
Department proudly participated in the funeral and procession.   

  5

In 2008 we experienced the worst weather related disaster ever to strike our city.  On 
September 14th rains from the remnants of Hurricane Ike struck the St. Louis Area 
causing massive flash flooding.  The Foxboro and Overbrook neighborhoods were 
overwhelmed by the rapidly rising flood waters which forced many residents onto roof 
tops while scrambling to escape their homes.  Members of C Shift, including Captains 
Pat Guittar and Steve Blattner, Paramedics Doug Kain, Marcus Doll, Derek Roux, Justin 
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Perkins, Kevin Rotter and FF Buster Padgett, all risked their lives while swimming into 
rapidly moving flood waters to rescue victims who were trapped in vehicles and their 
homes.  Residents in the Overbrook area had to be rescued by boat, which was 
manned by members of the Eureka Fire Protection District.  At the height of the flood, 
area recourses were stretched to their limit with every fire department in the region 
responding to numerous calls for help including a structure fire in Brentwood in which 
we assisted.  The members of C Shift were later honored by the Mayor and City Council 
for their actions during the flood. 

In late 2007 and early 2008 we had to deal with manpower shortages as we lost three 
employees who resigned to take jobs with other fire departments, and lost one man to 
retirement.  This, in part, lead to excessive overtime costs for the year.  While the 
manpower situation stabilized later in the year, we can expect this to be a reoccurring 
issue in the coming years. 

Once again we were successful in obtaining federal grant funds as we secured a FEMA 
Grant for Firefighter Wellness and Fitness in the amount of $57,146.  We were one of 
only a handful of fire departments in the entire region to successfully obtain a grant in 
2008.  This grant money was used to purchase exercise equipment at each engine 
house.  Assistant Chief Eric Hinson, out grant wizard, is to be congratulated for his 
amazing ability to secure FEMA Grant funds.  In the past five years we have been 
awarded over $300,000 in FEMA Grants, all due to Eric’s grant writing abilities. 

Finally I would like to thank every member of the Ladue Fire Department for making our 
department the professional organization that it is.  I would like to thank all of the 
Officers who run the day to day operations at the fire houses and thanks to all the men 
and women for their incredible dedication to their profession.  These professional men 
and women truly make our fire department the best in St. Louis County.  Thanks also go 
to my secretary, Christy, who on a daily basis manages to keep me and the rest of the 
fire department organized while handling every “crisis” that comes her way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

                   
            Fire     

                                            
Chief Ted Jury          Assistant Chief/Fire Marshal Eric Hinson 

                                                        Administrative Secretary Christy Briegleb 
 

Personnel Changes 
 

  New Appointments  Derek Owen – 1/25/2008 
      Marcus Doll – 4/5/2008 
      Aaron Hodge – 4/6/2008 
      Kyle Luttrell – 5/15/2008 
 
      
  Separations   Engineer Larry Cain retired – 2/14/2008 
      Tom Dimecurio – resigned to go to Fenton FPD – 3/4/2008  

 
 

2008 City of Ladue Profile 
 

 Population (based on 2000 Census) 8,413  Square miles   8.65 
 Linear Miles – Public and Private   81  Housing Units  3,345 
 Public Schools       5  Private Schools            6 
 Churches        7  Financial Institutions   5 
 Commercial Businesses   219  Industrial Businesses 2 
  
         ISO Rating   4 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF CALLS 2003 – 2008 / FIRE AND EMS COMBINED 
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TOTAL CALLS PER UNIT – 2003 - 2008 
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FIRE LOSS 2003 - 2008 
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Garage Fire on Cella Road 



FIRE MUTUAL AID 
 

Mutual Aid Given / Received by Ladue FD 
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Structure Fires fought by the Ladue Fire Department 
 
 

January 18 – 1420 hrs/ A shift / 8029 Venetian, assist to Clayton for a residential 
kitchen fire.  Ladue unit 3914 assisted with extinguishment, salvage and 
overhaul. 
 
February 13 – 1514 hrs/ A shift / 500 S. Brentwood, assist to Clayton for a fire in 
a dry cleaners.  Ladue units 3900 and 3914 assisted with command, interior 
extinguishment and salvage and overhaul. 
 
February 27 – 0136 hrs/ B shift / 2536 Remington, assist to Rock Hill for a fire in 
a detached garage.  Ladue units 3900, 3914 and 3917 assisted with fire 
extinguishment and overhaul. 
 
March 1 – 2135 hrs/ A shift / 8805 Comstock Ct., assist to Olivette for a house 
fire.  Ladue unit 3914 assisted with extinguishment, salvage and overhaul. 
 
March 3 – 1501 hrs/ A shift / 1114 Indian Circle, assist to Olivette for a fire in a 
multifamily apartment complex.  Ladue unit 3901 and 3924 assisted with 
extinguishment, salvage and overhaul. 
 
March 8 – 0758 hrs/ B shift / 1011 Raisher, assist to University City for a 
basement fire in a residence.  Ladue units 3900, 3901 and 3914 assisted with 
command, extinguishment and overhaul 
 
April 1 – 1300 hrs/ A shift / 500 Kingdell, assist to University City for a residential 
structure fire.  Ladue unit 3914 provided water supply and assisted with 
extinguishment and overhaul. 
 
April 1 – 1306 hrs/ A shift / 7506 Sussex, assist to Maplewood for a second alarm 
fire in a multi-family apartment complex.  Ladue unit 3901 and 3924 were 
assigned as the RIT (Rapid Intervention Team) and assisted with salvage and 
overhaul. 
 
April 6 – 2213 hrs/ A shift / 7829 Birchwood Ave, assist to University City for a 
fire in a residence.  Ladue unit 3914 assisted with salvage and overhaul. 
 
April 29 – 1525 hrs/ B shift / Intersection of Clayton Road and South Outer 40, 
Ladue units 3900, 3901 and 3924 responded for a gas leak from a six inch main 
which was struck by construction workers while working on the I-64 project.  All 
buildings in the area were evacuated and the area was cleared of personnel.  
Crews from Laclede Gas made repairs to the damaged gas line. 
 
May 7 – 2101 hrs/ A shift / 1324 Geyer Road, assist to Frontenac for an electrical 
fire in a residence.  Ladue unit 3901 and 3924 assisted with smoke removal and 
overhaul. 
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June 6 – 1959 hrs/ B shift / 709 S. Central, assist to Clayton for a house fire.  
Ladue units 3900 and 3914 assisted with command, extinguishment, salvage 
and overhaul. 
 
July 15 – 2354 hrs/ C shift / 1273 N. Price, assist to Olivette for a fire in a 
commercial warehouse.  Ladue unit 3914 assisted in forcing entry into the 
building.  Fire was found to be in a large trash container and had been 
extinguished by the sprinkler system.  We assisted with overhaul. 
 
July 21 – 1116 hrs/ B shift / Intersection of Big Bend and Zephyr, assist to 
Maplewood for firefighters and police officers shot while responding to a vehicle 
fire.  Ladue units 3914, 3917 assisted with firefighting and overhaul along with 
the ambulance treating overheated police and firefighters.  3900 was on the 
scene from 0600 assisting with command. 
 
July 24 – 0421 hrs/ A shift / 9243 Castle Ragh, assist to Olivette for a house fire.  
Ladue units 3901, 3914, 3917 and 3924 provided RIT, assistance with water 
supply, extinguishment and salvage. 
 
July 27 – 2330 hrs/ A shift / 1117 Rock Hill Road, assist to Rock Hill for a house 
fire.  Ladue unit 3914 assisted with extinguishment, salvage and overhaul. 
 
August 9 – 1950 hrs/ C shift / 8140 Vardamam, assist to University City for a 
house fire.  Ladue unit 3914 provided manpower for overhaul and reloading 
hose. 
 
August 30 – 0022 hrs/ C shift / 1109 Olive Village Ct., assist to Olivette with a fire 
in an apartment.  Ladue unit 3924 assisted with water supply, extinguishment 
and overhaul. 
 
September 14 – 1636 hrs/ C shift / 2900 Mary, assist to Brentwood for a fire in a 
business.  3914 and 3900 assisted with overhaul and reloading hose.  This fire 
was a direct result of the severe flooding which struck the entire St. Louis area. 
 
September 25 – 0708 hrs/ C shift / 9 Overbrook.  All Ladue units along with Rock 
Hill, Brentwood and Frontenac responded for a fire in a bathroom.  The resident 
had lit multiple candles and fallen asleep.  One of the candles caused a fire in the 
master bedroom bath.   
 
October 8 – 2052 hrs/ B shift / 725 Cherry Tree Lane, assist to Olivette for a 
house fire.  Ladue units 3914, 3917 and 3900 assisted with extinguishment, 
salvage and overhaul. 
 
October 26 – 1557 hrs/ B shift / 751 Cella Road.  All Ladue units along with 
Brentwood, Frontenac, U-City, Clayton and Olivette responded for a fully 
involved garage fire.  Fire was ultimately brought under control by utilizing 
Claytons Ladder truck.   
 



 
 

 
Clayton ladder truck working garage fire Cella Road 

 
November 18 – 1747 hrs/ C shift / 230 S. Brentwood, assist to Clayton for a fire 
in a high rise nursing home.  Fire confined to one apartment.  Ladue units 3914 
and 3900 assisted with command and overhaul. 
 
December 1 – 1136 hrs/ B shift / 8022 Rosaline, assist to Clayton for a house 
fire.  Ladue units 3900 and 3914 assisted with command, extinguishment, 
salvage and overhaul. 
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House fire on S. Central in Clayton, Ladue assisted Clayton FD 



 
 

EMS ACTIVITY 
 

Total EMS Assignments – 806 
(Some Calls Have Multiple Patients) 

27, 3%
28, 3%

740, 93%

11, 1%

3914

3924

3917

All Other Ladue
Units

 
 

Total Transports, Dry Runs and Refusals - 727 

197, 27%
270, 37%

8, 1%
251, 35%

Dry Run/No
Transport
Life Threatening

Routine Transport

Urgent Transport

 
 
 
 

EMS Assignments by Crew 
 

A Shift – 272 (33.7%) 
 

B Shift – 274 (34.0%) 
 

C Shift – 260 (32.3%) 
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